


PURPOSE OF HEARING

¾ Review of Comments from Agencies on 

Transmitted Amendments and Response

¾ County Commission adoption of 

Comprehensive Plan amendments based 

on the  Evaluation and Appraisal Report 

(CPA 08-10)
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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS & EAR
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EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL 

REPORT (EAR)

¾ EAR adopted by County Commission 

Resolution 09-84 on August 11, 2009.

¾EAR found ñsufficientò by Florida Dept. of 

Community Affairs in October 2009.

¾ County has 18 months (April 2011) from DCA 

sufficiency finding to adopt amendments to 

Plan, per Florida Statutes.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS
¾ Energy (new - optional)

¾ Community Health  

(new - optional)

¾ Future Land Use 

¾ Housing

¾ Potable Water & 

Sanitary Sewer

¾ Solid Waste

¾ Stormwater

¾ Transportation Mobility*

¾ Conservation and Open 

Space

¾ Recreation

¾ Intergovernmental 

Coordination

¾ Capital Improvements

¾ Economic (optional)

¾ Historic Preservation* 

(optional)

¾ Public School Facilities*

5* Not amended as part of EAR-based Plan update



FOCUS AREAS FOR PLAN UPDATE
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¾Energy 

¾Economic 

Development

¾Land Use

¾Community Health 

and Recreation 

¾Water & Resource 

Protection

¾Housing



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

¾EAR and EAR-Based Comp Plan Update             
January 2008 - April 2011

·13 community workshops

·19 public meetings with BOCC and/or LPA

·Meetings with advisory boards and citizen groups

·Print ads, media releases, and email updates

·Web Site - http://www.alachuacounty.us/ear  

7



Joint County Commission/Local 

Planning Agency Meetings

Three Special Meetings held in May & June 

2010 to provide staff with direction on final 

preparation of amendments for public 

hearings on transmittal for review by State 

Agencies
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TRANSMITTAL OF AMENDMENTS

¾Local Planning Agency made 

recommendation to transmit to FL 

Department of Community Affairs on 

8/18/2010

¾BOCC approved transmittal for review by 

State Agencies on 10/5/2010 
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AGENCY REVIEW AND COMMENT

¾ñObjections, Recommendations, and 

Comments Reportò (ORC) issued December 

17, 2010 by DCA and comments from other 

agencies.

·One objection from DCA on intensity standards for 

industrial land uses

·Comments from SJRWMD, FDEP, FFWCC, and FDOT
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KEY PRINCIPLES
¾ Provide a range of housing, transportation and 

economic opportunities

¾ Focus compact mixed use development where 

infrastructure and services can be efficiently provided

¾ Promote local agriculture, and protection of natural and 

cultural resources

¾ Conserve energy & reduce greenhouse gas emissions

¾ Foster  healthy community
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ENERGY ELEMENT
¾ Goal: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and fossil 

fuel consumption; mitigate the effects of rising energy 
costs; and promote the long-term economic security of 
Alachua County through energy conservation, energy 
efficiency and renewable energy production.
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ENERGY ELEMENT
¾ Reduction Goals

¾ The Built 

Environment

¾ Energy Efficient 

Land Use 

¾ Energy Efficient 

Transportation 

System

¾ County Govt. 

Initiatives

¾ Local Food 

Production & 

Processing

¾ Renewable 

Energy

¾ Solid Waste

¾ Education & 

Public 

Information
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CO2 Emissions Per Household & Per Acre from Auto Use

15Map created by the Center for Neighborhood Technology ïhttp://htaindex.cnt.org 
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(Source: Chuck Kooshian & Steve Winkelman, ñGrowing Wealthier: Smart 

Growth, Climate Change and Prosperity,ò Center for Clean Air Policy, Jan 2011)

Residence Closer to Employment Helps Reduce % of 

Income  Spent  on Housing and Transportation Costs



COMMUNITY HEALTH ELEMENT
¾ Goal: Preserve the health of Alachua County 

residents by facilitating health care delivery, 
improving the livability of the community, and 
providing all Alachua County residents 
opportunities for active living.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH ELEMENT 

OBJECTIVES
¾ Coordination among 

local health systems*

¾ Programs and 
infrastructure to 
support sustainable 
community health

¾ Promote obesity 
prevention and 
prevention of other 
chronic illnesses

¾ School-based health 

promotion and 

activities, including for 

persons with special 

needs

¾ Reporting and 

monitoring system of 

indicators

18*Eliminated policy re: development notices to Health Care Advisory Board



Healthy Communities Design

Energy Efficient

Active Living

Low Impact Development 

Transit Oriented Development

Healthy Mix of Uses



FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT
¾ Activity Centers
·Streamline approval process by replacing master 

plans with general design standards

¾Clarify heavy and light industrial policies

¾Delete Urban Services Line policies & map

¾ Policies promoting urban agriculture/Local 
Food Systems
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FUTURE LAND USE ðACTIVITY CENTERS

Master Plans for Redevelopment 

¾ To facilitate redevelopment of existing sites

¾ Provide a range of housing types and sizes for 

affordable housing

¾ Mix of uses

¾ Small blocks

¾ Buildings 

oriented to 

pedestrian

¾ Parking on 

street or 

screened

¾ Civic space

General Development Standards



FUTURE LAND USE - INDUSTRIAL
¾ Clarify distinction between Heavy and Light 

Industrial uses

¾ Light Industrial policies revised to include certain 

Office and Research & Development uses

¾ Light Industrial appropriate in TODs and Activity 

Centers

× Dept of Community Affairs objection re: need for 

intensity standards for industrial uses; response notes 

general  pervious open space standards
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DELETE URBAN SERVICES LINE AND RELATED POLICIES

¾ 2010 Timeframe; based 

on water & sewer

¾ New development 

since 2002

¾ New water and sewer, 

park, and fire facilities

¾ Public School Facilities 

Element, Mobility Plan, 

TOD/TND, USA

¾ Narrow exceptions to 

sewer connections 
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BASES



FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT
¾ Plan East Gainesville Policies

·Clarify economic development, environmental protection, 

and transportation connection policies

¾ Accessory Dwelling Units

·Clarify use in new developments & clarify standards and 

conditions

¾ Listed Species Policy and Map Updates for 

Idylwild/Serenola and Cross Creek Areas

× FDEP & FFWCC comments and response
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HOUSING ELEMENT

¾Revised Goal 3 and added definition of  

special needs households

¾Clarified community residential home 

policies for consistency with State Statute
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POTABLE WATER & SANITARY SEWER ELEMENT

¾ Water supply planning, concurrency, and updated 

Level of Service standards

¾ Eliminate exception to connection requirement for 

new residential subdivisions

¾ Any exceptions to water or sewer connections 

required to use low-flow plumbing fixtures 

¾ Delete dry lines requirement for exceptions
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SOLID WASTE ELEMENT

¾Updated recycling goal per Florida 

Statute (also in Energy Element) (1.5.2)

¾Explore feasibility of mandatory curbside 

recycling program (1.5.3)

¾ Increase compliance in mandatory 

commercial recycling program (1.5.4)
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STORMWATER ELEMENT
¾ Incentivize/encourage environmentally 

sensitive stormwater  design such as 

Low Impact Development (LID)
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LID EXAMPLES IN ALACHUA COUNTY
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CONSERVATION & OPEN SPACE 

ELEMENT
¾Clarification of policies to promote water 

conservation and springshed protection

¾Recognize open space for mixed use in 

urban areas

¾Critical Ecological Corridors Map and 

Policies

× WMD & FDEP comments & response
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URBAN OPEN SPACE 

Community GardenGreen Roof

Urban Plaza


